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DEDICATION. 


attentive and deliberate exa- 
mination of it, than what the 
bare hearing it would admit 
of. And accordingly I recom- 
mend it, in this manner, to 
your common and very ſerious 


peruſal. And I do it with 


greater ſatisfaction, not only 


as I am perſuaded the deſign F 


of it is agreeable to your moſt 


pious . but as the foun- 


dation it proceeds upon cor- 


reſponds ſo well with your 


prevailingſentimentsand prin- AM 


ciples. 


I ſhall rejoice, i by the 


bleſſing of God, the ſerious | 


review of it may aſſiſt to- 


wards rendering your reſpec- 


tive 
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| moſt ſerious regards, and 


DEDICATION. 


tive influence in the world, in 


it's meaſure, {till more exten- 


s lively beneficial; and particu- 
| larly in promoting the good 


work of reformation, ſo much 


needed; and in adding daily 
ſtrength to the intereſts of re- 
| ligion and virtue. And ſince it 
is now, in a manner uNaV0rda- 


bly, brought under 


publick 


view, 1 am not wholly with- 7 


out hopes but that it may 


prove of more general uſe. 
Poſſibly it may be a means of 


quickening the attention of 


many other perſons to ſome 


things, which though before 


overlook'd, they may upon 
reflection find worthy of their 


which, 


DEDICATION. 
which, :f faithfully purſued, 


may renter their chriſtian cha- 
racter more conſiſtent, and 
their lives more ſolidly uſe 


in ſociety. 


It would be too late for me 
to offer an apology to you, for 


the freedom 1 have uſed on 
this ſubject, ſeeing it is what 


you have been, for ſo many 


years, accuſtomed to upon 
moſt others. And I think it 
will not be diſpleaſing to any, 

who value their belt improve- Þ 
ment, the advancement of re- 


ligion, and the good of the 


* before their own ways 


and humours. 


All 


DEDICATION 
All the favour I have to 


ak for this plain Diſcourſe, 


(next to an excuſe for the 


length of it, which is indeed 


more than double what is u- 


ſual, and which the occaſion 
and nature of the ſubject muſt 


Þ juſtify) is that it may be 

read and ſeriouſly weighed, 
Buy which J mean, that it may 
not be look'd into meerly to 
gratify an uſeleſs curioſity, and 


then thrown by without fur- 
ther thought, as 1s commonly 


done by "occaſional Sermons ; 
but that the matter of it may 
be regarded, agrecable to its 


importance; and the particu- 
lars contained in it applied, 


where neceflary, as uſeful 
hints 


DEDICATION 


hints for the direction of fu- ; 
ture life. =: 


1 c.. ĩ 1 7 4 
2 7 


Wiſhing You and all Chriſ- 
tians the more plentiful com- 
munications of divine wiſdom, 
and an increaſing 'zeal for God 
and his glory, 1 remain with 
great reſpect, 
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The Inadvertencies and I ndiſcretions of 
good men, a great cauſe of general 
Corruption in Society. . 
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1 Tim. Chap. v. and Part of the 220 Verſe. 
 ==Neither be partaker of other mens fins. 


g E have been frequently ſum- 


National Piety, during the pro- 


preſent War; and each occaſion 


God. But upon ſome accounts this may be con- 
ſidered as more ſerious, more ſolemn, and affet?- 


ing, than any we have hitherto been engaged in. 


We are at length drawing near to an event, 
which will probably prove the criſis of that long 


and unhappy contention, into which we have 
been unavoidably drawn by the enemies of our 
Peace and Liberty; an event, on the iſſue of 


which this great point will moſt likely be deci- 
ded—— Whether we are to accept of peace on 


the hard terms, which a conquering, inſulting, 


enemy ſhall preſcribe, or maintain our freedom, 
l l B and 


moned by Publick Authority, to 
join in theſe becoming acts of 


greſs and different aſpects of the 
has had its particular event of 


importance in view, which properly called for ſo 
general and united an application to the great 


Ap 
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2 The importance of 


and dignity, as Britons; or, in other words, 
whether we ſhall any Jonger live a free, and 


independent people, enjoying our Religion and 


Properties, under the mild and fatherly govern- 
ment of the beſt of Kings, or hold them at the 
will and under the encroaching reſtraints of a fo- 


reign Hrant. With ſuch a proſpect before us 
we may well lift up our eyes towards God, and 


earneſtſy ſeek his favour, on whoſe ſecret bleſling, 
victory and ſucceſs depend. 


In this ſituation the apparent equity and good- 


nels of the cauſe we are engaged in, no leſs 


than that of vindicating the Liberties of man- 


kind, might naturally inſpire us with encoura- 


ging hopes, and from thence we might ſtrength- 


en our faith in the righteouſneſs, power, and 


mercy of God. But there is another conſidera- 


tion to be brought into the account, which ſug- 


geſts ſuſpicion and dread, rather than confi- 
| dence and hope, I mean our Deſerts. That they 
are to be attended to by us, that they will be re- 


garded of God, and influence his dealings with 


us, cannot be queſtioned. For, though a cauſe 
be good, and may finally prevail, yer they, in 


whoſe hands it is intruſted, may in the mean 
time be ſeverely puniſhed and brought low for 


their own fins ; ſo the divine conduct in many 


inſtances, both in former and later ages, has 


ſhewn us. And ſurely, if we look into ourſelves, 


we muſt acknowledge that a ſcene very dark and 
diſcouraging riſes up in view, ”ﬀ” 

The particulars of our Ingratitude, Impieties, 
and growing Corruptions have often, on theſe 
occaſions, been laid open to us; and would to 


God, there was not i ſuch ample room for a 
copious enlargement on this melancholy ſub- 


ject. It is from hence our fears ſpring ; it 
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religious Caution. * 


is owing to the continuance of our grievous Pro- 
vocations, that, when we confider God, we are yet 
afraid of him, and our fleſh trembleth for fear of his 
Judgments, 

To remove or leſſen this great evil, is the pro- 
per end of Faſting and Humiliation ; and ſo we 
have been oftentimes ſeaſonably ad moniſhed i in 
Publick on theſe returning Solemnities. But bow 


is this to be done? How or where is it to be ex- 
pected that the good work of Reformation ſhould 
begin and be ſet forward? What are the ſecret 


ſprings that muſt be ſet on work, in order to 


accompliſh ſuch a change, as ſhall brighten up 


our hopes, and give us any well. grounded confi- 
dence in God? It is not to be expected meerly 


from general declamations upon the degeneracy 


of the times, or from general admonitions only; 


nor are we to look for the beginings of it from 
thoſe amongſt whom Reformation is indeed moſt 


viſibly wanting, If they are amended, it muſt 
be by the influence and example of thoſe who are 
more thoughtful and wiſe, and of better princi- 


ples and diſpoſitions than themſelves. When a 


Torrent of wickedneſs riſes high, and becomes 


| formidable, it is to little purpoſe to declaim upon 
its danger, or to inveigh againſt thoſe, who im- 


mediately and openly countenance it; to abate 
its power and aſſwage its violence, the proper 
method to be taken, is either to purify, or turn 
off thoſe ſecret and hidden ſprings whereby it has 
been fed, and raiſed to this dangerous height. 
We may 'then hope, that the ſtream will gradu- 
ally clear itſelf, or decline and waſte away; 
otherwiſe all attempts to ſtop it, though applied 
with never ſo much zeal and diligence, will be 
unavailable i it will ſtill rage and threaten deſtrue- 
tion. 
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Now, if we trace up the National Irreligion to 
its various Fountains, perhaps we ſhall find none 
of more pernicious influence, none which has con- 
tributed more largely to the increaſe of it, than 
what has flowed from a quarter, whence 1t would 
be leaſt ſuſpected to come. Judgment often begins 
at the Houſe of God, and the by. of Judgments 
upon the reſt of the world, frequently riſes from 
thence too. It is ſeldom that National Irreligion 
increaſes to an umſual degree, but when it has 
received ſtrength from ſome particular Corrup- 
tions, Neglects, or culpable Indiſcretions amongſt 
the better ſort of men. Perhaps this has been the 
caſe with us. Vice and Impiety have there- 
fore kept their obſtinate hold, becauſe they have 
really received a ſecret. acceſſion of ſtrength 


from thoſe, who are profeſicdly their avowed 


enemies, 


This is certainly a matter deſerving of moſt 


ſerious enquiry 3 for if it ſhould be found, that 
the growing degeneracy of the Age is, in a con- 
ſiderable degree, owing to ſome ſuch cauſe, it 1s 


to be hoped, that good men will find it more in 


their power to remove this great evil, than they 
imagined ; and their Diſpoſition to do it cannot be 
queſtioned. 

That I might ſpeak the more uſefully upon 
this ſubject, I have choſen this weighty admoni- 
tion of the Apoſtle, as having an immediate and 
particular reference to it, Neither be partaker of 
other mens fins, In the 1 Improvement of it to this 
purpoſe, I ſhall, 


I. Explain its proper import and meaning, and 


' ſhew you in general, in what manner the ob- 


ſervance or neglect of it muſt affect the ſtate of 
Religion in any Chriſtian Society. 7 
| g II. 4 


religious Caution, 5 


II. I ſhall take notice of ſome particular inflances, 
W yberein it ſeems to have been neglected by many 
_ Chriſtians of worth and character among ſt us, 
and lay open the evil effetts of thoſe miakes and 


omiſſions, in which that _ has been diſco- 
vered. 


III. 7 foal! ſet before you the. many and weighty 


Conſiderations, which ſhould engage us to the 


more faithful obſervance of this important rule of 


conduct. 


I. To explain the importance, and meaning of the 
words, The admonition or caution itſelf was de- 


livered (as the paſſage ſhews us) to a particular 
perſon, and concerning a matter peculiar to the 


Miniſterial Office; but it was in the view we are 
now conſidering it, as a rule of extenſive conſe- 
quence to the eſteem and progreſs of Religion in 


the world, It is ſubjoined to a precedent cau- 


tion, in order to ſhew the weight and impor- 
tance of it, which was, That he ſhould lay hands 
ſuddenly on no man. By the impoſition of hands 


perſons were readmitted to the communion of the 


Church, in token of the abſolution from thoſe 


offences, for which they had been formerly ex- 


cluded from thence. And by the ſame rite were 


others ordained to the Office of the Miniſtry ; it 


being an outward ſign, which God was pleaſed 
to accompany with the extraordinary gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt. It was (as it till is) of conſider- 
able conſequence to the intereſt of Religion, that 
none ſhould be admitted to either in a khuſty 


manner, and without proper evidence of their 


fitneſs for what they were entering upon. By a 
too eaſy or undiſtinguiſhing admiſſion to the 
communion of the faithful, bad men might be 
emboldened to . impiety, and the Church in 


danger 
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danger of falling under great reproach from un- 


believers. And by a haſty Ordination to the Mi- 
niſtry many might be encouraged to enter upon 


that important work, whe had neither abilities 
to ſupport the uſefulneſs or dignity of it, nor per- 
| haps a character to recommend the doctrines, or 
enforce the duties, they inculcated upon others. 


The Apoſtle therefore ſubjoins this additional cau- 


tion, Neither be partaker of other mens ſins; inti- 
mating, that by a precipitate conduct in this par- 
ticular, Timothy (whoſe ſtation in the Church muſt 
often engage him in the work of Ordination) 
might poſſibly encourage ſin in others; and that, in 
conſequence of ſuch indiſcretion, he might unwarily 
involve himſelf, not only in their guilt with whom 


he was immediately concerned, but in the guilt of 


multitudes beſides, that might be offended at the 


Goſpel, through the bad behaviour of perſons, 


who had been ſo unduly countenanced by him. 
Strictly ſpeaking, ſin, and guilt which reſults 
from it, (in the ordinary courle of things) are, 
and can be perſona! only; the ſin of another 
therefore can no otherwiſe defile us, nor can we 


otherwiſe partake of it's guilt, than as we either 


join in it, or are acceſſary to it, or might have, 


by an obvious precaution, hindered and prevented 


it. And even in that caſe, *tis not ſo properly 
his fin, as our own, that defiles us; that is, 
ſomething faultily done, or omitted by us, which, 
upon enquiry, ſhall appear to be owing either to 
ſome defect in piety, to irreligious careleſsneſs, 
or ſome preſumptuous humour in ourſelves. 

It is a ſin in any perſon to offer himſelf to the 


communion of the Church, who is conſcious of 


being groſsly ignorant in the things of Religion, 


and that his character is really vicious. And that 


Miniſter of Religion ſhares in the fin of ſuch 2 
one 
t 


religious Caution, 7 
one, not who omits unſcriptural terms of commu- 
nion, or to make enquiries, which no man, or 


Church have any right to make, but, who 
through irreligious negligence, admits and re- 


ceives him as a good man, whom an eaſy, juſt, 


and natural enquiry, would have ſhewn to be a 


bad one. In like manner, it is doubtleſs a fin in 
any perſon to urge himſelf upon the Office of the 


Miniſtry, who is conſcious of being a real ſtran- 
ger to the grace of God, whole views are meerly 


thoſe of ambition, wealth, or power, and whoſe 


chief qualifications, inſtead of found knowledge 
and good morals, are viſibly empty conceit and 


a violent attachment to ſome worldly faction in 
Religion; and certainly they largely ſhare in the 
guilt of ſuch an one, who haſtily ordain him to 


that important Office; they, fin againſt the Church 


of Chriſt; indeed againſt the good of mankind in 


general, by ſending out a perſon to preach the 
Goſpel and to promote Religion in the world, 
who in all views of probability muſt prove rather 


a diſcouragement and reproach, than a ſupport 


and honour to it. 
The rule may be applied, and will hold equal- 
ly good in common inſtances, and in the ordina- 


ry meaſures and conduct of Chriſtians. Every 


one has a ſphere of influence agreeable to his 


reſpective ſtation. There are thoſe, whoſe ſpirit 


and manners will be unavoidably affected by his, 
and who will receive impreſſions, either favour- 
able to Religion or otherwiſe, from him. And 
if his conduct be ſuch as naturally tends to enfee- 
ble the power of religious obligations, and to 
take off the reſtraints from licentiouſneſs, pro- 
faneneſs, and criminal folly, he undoubtedly be- 
comes a partaker of their ſins, who are emboldened 
to the commiſſion of them by ſuch means. We 
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8 The importance of 

do not ſuppoſe that this is done with deſign, or 
that ſuch a perſon actually joins with others in 
their vices, ſo that he cannot in the higheſt 
ſenſe be pronounced guilty, but he muſt be con- 
ſidered as fo far involved in their guilt, as, either 
through his irreſolution or negligence, they were 
left unadmoniſhed, and unreſtrained in the mea- 
ſures of iniquity, or, through his indiſcretions, 
were encouraged to run into them. The bad in- 


fluence, which ſuch remiſſneſs or imprudence has 
upon ſociety, will always be in proportion to the 


degree in which it is indulged by perſons of cha- 
racter in the profeſſion of Religion. And in 
what meaſure it has appeared amongſt ſuch, in 
their ordinary behaviour in life, and conſequently, 
how much the prevalent Irreligion of the Nation 


is owing to this cauſe, they will beſt judge, who 
have moſt carefully obſerved the ſpirit and man- 
ners of the generality of Chriſtians — tis to be 


feared, not a little. 3 8 
The importance of this caution, is then to be 


determined, you fee, like that of all others, by 


the natural effects of obſerving or neglecting it; 
and theſe are ſuch as have a moſt extenſive influ- 
ence upon the ſtate of Religion in the world. 


While good men preſerve the prudence and puri- 


ty of their own character as con/tent' Chriſtians, 
they will, notwithſtanding the weakneſſes inci- 
dent to them as men, ſtrike a very powerful awe, 
and be a reſtraint upon the licentiouſneſs of thoſe 
around them; and the natural excellence of their 


example and manners will not fail, in ſome 


meaſure, to diffuſe a ſpirit of Religion through 
the times in which they live. Conſequently, 
where corruptions have grown to ſuch an height in 
any ſociety, as to have drawn down viſible tokens 
of divine diſpleaſure, the beſt remedy of this evil. 

| is 


religious Caution. 9 


r MU is a better ſpirit, more wiſdom and piety; in 
n other words, a Reformation amongſt thoſe, whoſe 
ſt more conſiſtent conduct might have originally 
* prevented it. On the other hand, it is as evident, 
; that if they, who are e /al! of the earth, loſe | 
re their ſavour and ſeaſoning, a general corruption | 
a- of manners muſt follow upon it. If they, who | 
Sg | are the light of the world, ceaſe to diffuſe their f 
n- | luſtre, no wonder the world around them ſinks 1 
as proportionably into the darkneſs of vice and pro- ; 
dE: faneneſs. And in this caſe the publick degene- | 
a- i racy muſt of neceſſity riſe ſtill higher, and ſpread 2 | 
inn itſelf ſtill wider, as it really receives encouragement | 
in | from that quarter, from whence ſhould have ; 
ys come it's greateſt check and reſtraint. ; 
on What reaſon there is to ſuſpect this to have f 
ho been one great cauſe of that prevalent Irreligion q 
n- ¹⁵6 amongſt ourſelves, of which we complain, and 3 
be | from which we fear ſo much, and conſequently | ö 
| what need there is of a more diligent attention ; 
to this excellent rule, will appear from what I 4 
propoſed, which was, [ 
II. To take notice of ſome particular inſtances, wherein E 
it ſeems to have been neglected by many Chriſtians of 3 
worth and charafer amongſt us; and to lay open the | 
evil effefts of ſuch an unhappy om ſon. ö 
And here it might perhaps be interpreted as | 
an evidence of partiality in me, ſhould I wholly 1 
omit to take notice, how much the ſtate of Re. 4 
ligion amongſt us may have ſuffered by the ne- 9 
glect of this caution in that important concern, [ 
on account of which it was originally given by 
the Apoſtle, viz. The regulation of the Goſpel 
Miniftry. But this is a ſubject, which every one 
muſt judge of according to his own obſervations z 
and which 1 it much — becomes thoſe, who pu 1 
— FUE = 
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10 The importance of 


rule in the heritage of God, to think of, than me ta 
enlarge upon. Doubtleſs, perſons in ſuch a ſta- 
tion muſt be fully apprized of how great impor- 
tance to the power of Religion in any Chriſtian 


Nation a «vell-inſtrufted, pious, exemplary Miniſtry. 


is; and that they are but ill fitted to take care of 


the ſouls of others, who live as if they had none 


of their own. 


Certainly, vital godlineſs is not 


likely to flouriſh much in thoſe places, where 
they, who ſhould be it's brighteſt patterns, diſ- 


cover but too viſibly a contempt of it in their or- 


dinary converſation; on the contrary, nothing 
can be expected but that it ſhould dwindle and 


pine away under the moſt fatal diſcouragements. 


It cannot be ſuppoſed, but that obſervations of 


this ſort ſhould lie open to thoſe who have be 
overſight of the flock of God amongſt us; and that 
with every inſtructive intimation, as well as to 
other men. And accordingly it may be preſum- 
ed, that the viſible, extenſive miſchiefs that 


muſt accrue to the Church of Chriſt by laying 


hands ſuddenly on any man, will prevent their be- 
coming partakers of other mens fins, by doing it. 
But the inſtances wherein a negle& of this 
Apoſtolical Admonition hath appeared amongſt 
good men in the more common ſcenes of life, are 
what J am particularly to take notice of; and in 


what manner they have contributed to the Nati- 
onal Irreligion. And that which deſerves notice 


in the frft place as a leading ſtep to many 
others is, 


1. A vain affeBation of refining the Chriſtian Doc- 


trine, under the notion of rendering it ſtill more rational 


and perfect. Without queſtion it muſt be con- 


feſſed to have been a great advantage to the glo- 


ry of our Religion, that, during the many cloſe 
enquiries which have been lately made into it's 
evidence, 
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religious Caution. 3 


evidence, at the ſame time all objections to the 
truth of it have been fairly anſwered, it's Doc- 
trine has been happily purified from many cor- 
rupt additions. And, as, by this nearer exami- 


nation, it has been fully diſcovered, that theſe, 


though artfully engrafted upon it, were really no 


part of it, ſo the genuine Goſpel of Chriſt has ap- 


peared in brighter luſtre upon their being re- 
jected out of it. It has appeared in all it's parts, 


and in every view, correſpondent to the perfec- i 
tions of God, and agreeable to the moſt im- 


proved Reaſon of men. But, with many perſons, 


all this has ended very differently from what 
might have been expected. Inſtead of Unbe- 


lievers coming over to Chriſtianity, many Chriſt- 
jans have ſhewn too great a diſpoſition to go, as 


_ faſt as poſſible, into the ſcheme of Infidelity z and 
to render this the more eaſie, many attempts 
have been made to bring down the Goſpel meer- 
ly to the ſtandard of Natural Religion; and this 
| ſhall be ſtyled rendering it more pure and per- 


fect. As if the proper method of doing honour 
to a Revelation, which was intended as an im- 


pProvement upon Natural Religion, and to ſtrength- 
en its engagements by many additional helps and 
diſcoveries, was to reject every thing peculiar to 


it, and to give men to underſtand, that it con- 


rained nothing more than what they did or 


might know before it was given. 


From hence many Chriſtians, and thoſe other- 


wiſe not the leaſt rational and conſiderate, ſeem 


to have been induced to give up with eaſe ſome 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity, Why elſe are the great and intereſting 


truths of the Sacrafice of Chriſt's Death, as an At- 


tonement for Sin ; of his continual Mediation and 


Prieſthood ; of the aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit 
C 2 to 
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12 The importance of 


to the purpoſes of holineſs; and of a particular 


Providence ; either totally diſcarded by many, 
or ſolved away into meer Figure or Metaphor? Is 
it that they are not plainly expreſſed in the New 


_ Teſtament? Quite otherwiſe, They are things 


ſo far from being drawn from doubtful interpre- 


tations of obſcure paſſages, that they lie full in 


ſight before us, upon looking into the Goſpet. 


Surely there ſhould be more care uſed, that 
while we are burning up the tares, we deſiroy not 
_ with them the wheat alſo, 


Unjuſtifiable as this is, it is to be ſuſpected, 


that ſome good minds have been drawn into it, 


from a generous and worthy, but ill- conducted 


deſign, of rendering the Chriſtian Scheme more 
palatable to the taſte of Unbelievers. But will it 
render it more credible? One would think not. 


One would rather imagine, that when the pro- 


feſſed friends of Revelation give up many of its 
diſtinguiſhing Doctrines, as indefenſible, this 


would be ſo far from recommending the reſt as 


true, that it would rather furniſh them with 2 


good argument for rejecting the whole (conſi- 
dered under the notion of a Revelation from 


God) as falſe. And does ſuch a conduct tend to 
promote the purpoſes of the Goſpel in the world, 
or to give it greater power to improve the minds, 
or reform the lives of men? It cannot with any 
reaſon be preſumed. The Doctrines referred to, 
have an immediate and direct influence upon 


Practice; they are diſtinguiſhing parts of the Got 


el method of reſtoring men to God, and in- 


tended to ſtrengthen. all the obligations to obedi- 


ence. They repreſent our relation to God as 


more near and engaging; our dependance upon 
him as more conſtant and beneficial ; and our accels 


to him as more euccuraging; and conſequently they 


are 
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religious Caution. 1 ; 


| are all directly ſuited to eftabliſh a moſt delightful 
intercourſe between him and our minds. "Ana 
what is this, but the moſt powerful ſpring of thoſe 
affections to our God and Redeemer, which muſt 
keep alive the piety, and eſtabliſh the virtue of 
Chriſtians? And can the diſparagement of ſuch 
truths conduce to the general advancement of 
Religion? The contrary may be juſty expected 
from it. To exclude them, is to take away ſome 
of the moſt affecting engagements to the love and 
obedience of God; and they, who do and teach 
men ſo, it is to be feared, enfeeble the beſt hold 
upon their virtue, and of conſequence, though 2 
znwarily, become partakers of their fins. 2 
A liberty of enquiry and of private judgment 
is the natural right of every man; and Chriſtia- 
nity is ſo far from abridging it, that it recom- 
mends and applauds the free uſe of it. But a li- 
berty of modelling a Divine Revelation according 
to pleaſure, is what no reaſonable man would wiſh 
to lay claim to, nor can he juſtify himſelf to God 
or the world for aſſuming it. Let no Chriſtian 
fear for the Goſpel, or any of its Doctrines, ſo 
far as to be tempted to this conduct with a view 
either to juſtify or recommend it. It needs not 
any ſuch conceſſions; nor will it ever gain any 
advantage by them. It's evidence, after having 
been tried as by fire, has come forth like gold, 
ſtill Srighter and more weighty; and it's Doctrines 
have appeared more worthy of all acceptation, as 
they have been more cloſely examined; every 
way agreeable to the nature and perfections of 
God, and ſuited to the ſtate and neceſſities of 
men; ſo that they need nothing more to recom- 
mend them to any good mind, than to be c 
dered. And even thoſe which have been though: 
moſt exceptionable, (like ſome parts of the 55 
| wor! 
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world, which at firſt ſight have appeared leſs hat- 
monious or uſeful,) upon further ſearch, have 
been diſcovered to be it's greateſt excellencies; 
and to contain moſt admirable exertions of divine 


wiſdom and goodneſs. -A modeſt caution in all 
caſes; becomes wiſe and good men; but in none 
more than in the judgment they form, and the aſ- 


ſertions they lay down concerning the divine pro- 


ceedings; leaſt baply, by taking an undue free- 


dom with them, they be found even to fight again 
God. And they ſhould conſider too the advan- 
tage which perſons bf bad diſpoſitions will pro- 


bably take from their method of treating Reve- 


lation, to encourage themſelves in the neglect of 


it's moſt important rules of life. If this liberty 
be allowable in judging of the truth of it's Doc- 
 trines, why not, of the goodneſs of it's Morals ? 


If the former are to be brought to the teſt of bu- 
man apprehenſions concerning the fitneſs of things, 
and to be rejected if they agree not with them, 


why (will they ſay) may not the latter be tried 
by the rule of natural appetite, of preſent intereſt 
and convenience, and be rejected in thoſe in- 


ſtances wherein they thwart or oppoſe it? Why 
may not we chooſe for ourſelves what we will 
obey, as well as others what they will believe? It 
is well, if this inference has not been ſometimes 
made. And what effect it muſt have upon the 
purity of mens morals may be eaſily imagined.— 
This dangerous affectation of an over-refinement 
of the Goſpel has contributed (it is to be feared) 
not a little to another evil of great prejudice to 


the general power of Religion amongſt us, and 


that is, : | EAT. 
2. A viſible decay in Spirituality, By Spirituality 

] do not mean an uſeleſs, unimproving Enthuſi- 
aſm, which helps neither to better the heart, nor 
to 
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religious Caution. 13 


to mend the life ; but ſuch a deep and ſerious im- 
preſſion of ſpiritual and eternal FE as IS 


wrought into the heart by an habitual perſuaſion 
af the reality and importance of them, and 
which has a direct and immediate tendency to 
purify and adorn the chriſtian character. The 
Religion of Jeſus is ſuited to form the minds of 
men to this diſpoſition, it's diſcoveries, it's pro- 
miſes, it's proſpects and hopes all lead to it ; and 
it is what He, our great Maſter, repeatedly i in- 


culcates * his followers, as moſt eſſential to a 
right an 


character of ſuch, both towards ſupporting their 


own virtue, and promoting Religion in others. 
For it is by a lively, abiding apprehenſion of 
things ſpiritual and future, that a Chriſtian ac- 
- quires ſuch a rational firmneſs of ſpirit amidſt all 


worldly concerns, as prevents his being enſlaved 
to any mean and unworthy paſſion, And that 


which makes him good in himſelf, makes him 


good and uſeful in the world; his life more ex- 


emplary, and his whole converſation more edify- 
ing, and ſuch as ſhall convey a favour of Reit. 
gion amongſt all around him. On the contrary, 


a declenſion herein muſt be proportionably injuri- 
ous to the cauſe of piety; and the indications of 


us. 


And may we not too juſtly aſcribe it to this 
cauſe, that ſo many Chriſtians have been tempt- 


ed to reduce oy whole of Religion to what may 
properly enough be ſtiled meer Morality, and to 
encourage in themſelves and others a deluſive at- 


tempt of reconciling a life of pleaſure and vani- 
ty with the purity of the Goſpel profeſſion ? 


The 


uſeful conduct in the world. And 2 
| whoever conſiders it's extenſive influence, muſt 
acknowledge the great importance of it in the 


ſuch a declenſion are ſurely but too viſible amongſt 
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The conſequence of which has been, that the 


Dower of Religion in general has declined both 
in their own hearts, and in the regards of thoſe 
that were influenced by their examples. For, 


whatever reſpect men may pretend to pay to the 
ſocial virtues, as if all goodneſs was contained 


in them only, and as if a natural probity of 


mind and ſenſe of honour were {ſufficient to ſe- 
cure the practice of them, it is certain, that 


when once the foundation of piety is deſtroyed, 


every thing elſe that is good, is in imminent 
danger of ſinking ſoon into the ruins of jt, Ex- 


perience fully ſhews the feebleneſs of all other 


ſupports, when this is gone, and with what un- 
certainty other conſiderations operate without its 
aſſiſtance, 


And how much has this unhappy decay of Spi- 


rituality in good men, contributed to promote 


that high taſte for pleaſure and amuſement, 


which now ſo generally prevails, and which has 


had ſuch a fatal influence upon the corruption of 
our manners! Where this increaſes, Religion and 
ſobriety muſt decline, and indeed uſually fink into 
contempt. And how can it be more effectually 


kept in countenance, than by the examples of 


_ thoſe who ſhould reſtrain it If perſons of ge- 


3 


neral eſteem for goodneſs grow vain and triffing, 


others will ſoon grow licentious; if they appear, 
notwithſtanding their profeſſion, to be really 


lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God, no won- 


der that others, who will be glad at their fol- 


lies, to countenance their own, grow abominable 
and di oben: to every good work reprobate, That 


which naturally follows upon a decay in piety is, 
3. A low opinion of religious Inſtitutions. An evil 
but roo common, and which has ſpread itſelf more 
generally ee us from the e it 
14s 
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religious Caution. 17 
has received by the example of many, whoſe 
characters in other reſpects have been unexcep- 
tionable. The pernicious effects of it, and it's 


bad influence upon the morals of ſociety, may be 
eaſily diſcerned from what I juſt now ſuggeſted, 


which was, the near connection there is between 
a ſenſe of piety and the practice of virtue. If 
the latter be ever well ſupported, it muſt be by 


the aids it receives from the former. Unleſs vir- 


tue be found in conjunction with piety, it reſts 


upon too weak a foundation to withitand the 
aſſaults of intereſt, pleaſure, or paſſion, To 


weaken this hold upon the minds of men, is to 
weaken the moſt powerful ties and obligations to 
virtue, and ſecretly to enfeeble the lureſt re- 
ſtraints of licentiouſneſs. 
Nea if a ſenſe of piety be kept up amongſt 
men, it muſt be by a proper regard to, and at- 


tendance on the Inſtitutions of Religion ; ſuch as 


the publick worſhip of God, publick inſtruction, 
and other employments of the Sanctuary; for 
theſe are the means, which the wiſdom of God 


has appointed, and which his Providence leads 


to, in order to that end, But if men are anght 


to think lightly of them, how can it be imagined, 
but that their benefit and good purpoſe will be 
obſtructed ? They will be either not attended, 


or if they are, will be but little regarded; the 
effect of which, as obfervation ſhews us, muſt be 


an unreſtrained diſſoluteneſs and irreligion. 


And will not men be naturally led into this 


profane negligence, if they obſerve, that per- 
ſons, otherwiſe of underſtanding and of profeſſed 


ſobriety, decline in their regards to theſe Solemni- 
ties? If they hear them ſpeak of them with a vi- 


ible ſight, perhaps ſometimes with @ ſecret ſneer, 
they will be ready enough to conclude at once, 


t hat 
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18 The importance of 
that they are little better than uſeleſs inſignificant 


things. If they obſerve, that ſuch perſons grow 
remiſs in their attendance upon them, and exer- 


ciſe no care, that either themſelves or others may 
improve by them, it will be natural for them, 
without ſcruple, to run into the common ne- 
glect of the Sabbath, and by degrees to deſpiſe 


every thing ſacred. Theſe effects will but too 
naturally follow from fuch a conduct in perſons 


of character and diſcernment, whoſe opinion the 


unexperienced and careleſs are willing enough to 
build upon, when it favours any irreligious pro- 


SS 


penſities in themſelves. One would not charge 
the growing neglect of publick worſhip, which 
of late has been ſo viſible amongſt us, wholly to 
this cauſe; but in many inſtances it hath un- 
doubtedly contributed to it. And ſurely when 
it is conſidered how great an inlet to all vice and 


corruption the profanation of the Sabbath is, one 
would willingly hope that good men would not 


wiſh to be in he leaſt acceſſary to a thing ſo per- 
nicious. And it is certainly worthy of their re- 


flection, that as their own worth or piety is not 


likely to gain any advantage from fo indiſcreet a 


behaviour, ſo the worth and piety of many, 
who are likely to be influenced by them, are in 
danger of being totally ruined, or at leaſt, of 
being much obſtructed by means of it. This 


unbecoming conduct is often attended by an- 


other thing of no ſmall diſſervice to National Pi- 


cty, and chat is falling in with, 


4. A faſhionable contempt of tbe Miniſters of Re- 


/igcion Generally ſpeaking, it is true, perſona] 


reſpe&t will follow perſonal merit, and riſe or fall 
in proportion to it. And where this is wanting, 
no outward character whatever can give a right 
or claim to it, Nay, the more eminent and re- 

ſpectable 


religious Caution. 19 
ſpectable the profeſſion is, by which a man is diſtin- 
guiſhed, the greater contempt will he fall under, 

if his abilities for it, or behaviour in it, fall ſhort 
of what might be expected. And for this reaſon 
no character is more deſpicable and mean than 
that of an ignorant or vicious Preacher of the 
Goſpel. No man muſt expect to derive dignity 
from his office who does not bring dignity 79 it. 

And in this caſe he muſt not think it hard, if 
the world denies him that reſpect which his 
rank in life may ſeem to entitle him to. 

But I am not ſpeaking of perſanal reſpect, 
which they who are moſt anxious about, are uſu- 

ally the leaſt deſerving of, but of that which for 
the good of Religion ought to be ſhewn towards 

thoſe, whoſe office it is to promote and advance 

it in the world. And certainly, though it be 
true, that a bad man can qerive no honour from 
it, it is no uſt inference from thence, that there- 
fore a gd man ſhould be deſpiſed upon the ac- 
count of it. And yet one would think this was 
ſometimes thought reaſonable; and that a perſon 
forfeits all right to the ordinary regards due to 
men of equal worth, meerly becauſe he belongs 
to it. 

That this ſnould be expreſſed by the enemies of 
Religion is not ſtrange, and that they ſhould be 
glad to take occaſion from the unworthineſs of a 
few, to diſparage a cauſe, which muſt ever be a 
reproach to themſelves. The Duties of the Mi- 
niſtry, when rightly performed, throw too ſtrong 

a light upon em and their actions to be pleafing 3 
and as this is painful and inſupportable to them, 
it is no mean policy to endeavour to turn off the 
1 ; attention of the world from thence, by ſetting 
ö up thoſe as the objects of contempt and ridicule 
* | who create them ſo much inward uneaſinels, But 
a” D 2 one 
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20 The importance of 
one would not expect any thing of this kind from 
the friends of Religion. For, though it be a 


thing faſhionable, and ſometimes conſidered as 
an argument of ſuperior wit and underſtanding 


yet, did they but conſider its evil effects, and 


bow much the cauſe of Religion will probably ſuf- 


fer by it, eſpecially when it comes from them, 


one would hope, they ſhould rather chooſe to be 
content with the plainer character of ſolid good- 
neſs and wiſdom, than to aſpire to any other by 
ſuch unworthy means. It ſhould be conſidered 


as one reaſon againſt it, that hereby an order of 


men, many of whom, at leaſt, muſt be allowed 
to be not the moſt nee friends and 


ornaments to ſociety, are injured in their de- 


ſerved eſteem; but there is another of {till 
greater weight, which is, that the valuable and 
moſt important deſigns of their office, no leſs 
than the reformation and improvement, and 
beſt happineſs of mankind, and without which 
all ſenſe of Religion muſt be ſoon worn out of 
the world, muſt be greatly obſtructed thereby. 
From the "multitude who are chiefly influenced by 
the ſentiments of their ſuperiors, no other can be 
expected; for there is no great probability, that 


men will hear with much reſpect, or receive any 
great advantage from perſons, whom they have 


been taught before-hand to deſpiſe. 1 is not 
this to be partaters of other mens fins? Perhaps a 
ſtill more prevailing inſtance of this kind is, 

. The want of religious order and wiſe government 
in Families. A thing but too common even a- 
mongſt many perſons otherwiſe of worthy and 


good characters, It 1s from theſe private ſocie- 


ties that the publick intereſt looks for it's ſup- 
rt. And as the ſpirit and manners of thoſe, 
who are the heads of them, in a great meaſure 
goyern 
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govern the taſte and form the character of the 
riſing age, hence appears the importance of dif. 
creet management and good order there. For 
moſt perſons receive in that ſituation thoſe im- 


preſſions, ſentiments and habits whereby they 


are uſually influenced in the future ſcenes of life. 
So that the diſpoſitions and practices they carry 
with them from thence, whether good or bad, 
religious or profane, are ſuch as muſt gradually 
diffuſe themſelves in the world at large, either 
to the advantage or to the miſchief of Religion 
in ſociety. The well- ordered families of good 


men are nurſeries of virtue. But is a proper care 
generally taken to render them ſo? Does that 
good order and wiſe regulation prevail in many, 
which tends to it? Let every one look at home. 

Doubtleſs, an exemplary conduct, a reſtraint 


upon licentiouſneſs and diſorders amongſt infe- 
riors, an abſolute diſcountenance of all pro- 


faneneſs, having children and ſervants in all ſo- 


briety, the regular worſhip and acknowledg- 
ment of God, prudent hints and intimations, as 
occaſion offers, recommended with compaſſion 
and kindneſs, are things that may be expected 
in the houſes of Chriſtians; and their good ten- 
dency cannot be queſtioned, Were they but ge- 


nerally practiſed, ' they could not but have a conſi- 
derable influence towards the reformation of the 
world. And muſt not the neglect of ſuch pious 


and wiſe order be equally prejudicial? If theſe 


things are hardly ever known or heard of, where 


it might be expected they ſhould be conſtantly 
viſible, there is not only a moſt valuable oppor- 
tunity of promoting Religion loſt, but many muſt 
be ſent out into the world under the worſt pre- 
judice againſt it, viz. that it is itſelf nothing 


more than meer empty ſhew and pretence ; be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe they obſerve that they, who are called re- 


ligious, whatever appearance of it they make in 
publick, are in private life as eaſie about it as 


other men.—And this naturally leads me to take 
notice of another, but too fruitful ſource of Irre- 


ligion from the ſame quarter, and that is, 

6. A neglect of proper and pious care in Education. 
Indiſcretions in this particular, it is true, are uſu- 
ally numerous enough, and they are more eaſily 


reckoned up than rectified. All that I have any 


concern to ſpeak of, are fuck as have a viſible 
effect upon the chriſtian character, and they are 
briefly theſe two. The one is, an immoderate 
concern about external accompliſhments, to the 


_ neglect of thoſe that are more valuable. And 


the other 18, an unconſtrained indulgence of paſ- 
ſion and inclination ; both which naturally lead 


either to meer vanity and indolence, or, which 


is worſe, to irreligion and wickedneſs in after- 
life. By the one, young perſons are inſenſibly 


inured to look upon an advantageous appearance 


in the gayer ſcenes of the world, (into which 


they are uſually but too early introduced) as the 


moſt important of all attainments; and this, to- 


gether with that ſuperficial knowledge, which 


may be collected from ordinary converſation, 
they are accordingly ready to ſatisfy themſelves 
with, as a very ſufficient furniture both for mind 


and body. Hereby an high taſte for pleaſure, 


that moſt deſtructive paſſion, is early imbibed, and 
takes up the whole heart; and all juſt ſentiments, 
ſolid acquirements, worthy views in life, are con- 


ſidered as heavy, unpleaſing things, and the 
thoughts of them diſcarded with diſguſt. By this 
unhappy miſtake we ſee many, whoſe natural 


abilities, under proper culture and direction, 
would have rendered them uſeful members of 
ſociety, 
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ſociety, and a ſupport and honour to Religion 
and their Country, ſo trained up as to be really 
uſeleſs to either; perhaps worſe than uſeleſs, the 


prey of every vain paſſion, and a burden and diſ- 
grace to the world. The ſtructure is indeed 


outwardly beautiful, ornamented and ſhowy, but 
indwardly deſtitute of furniture and uſe, the ha- 


bitation of airy imaginations, and fantaſtick fol- 


lies; it may be, be cage of every unclean and bate- 
ful bird. 


The other, namely, the unreſtrained indul- 
gence of paſſion and inclination, is perhaps till 


more fatal. For what can be expected from any 
one, whoſe ſpirit has always been unaccuſtomed 
to reſtraint or ſelf-denial? But an utter impa- 
tience of both, a confident inſolence of mind, a 
notion of felf- ſufficiency, ungoverned paſſions, 


and a contempt of reaſon and of all authority. 
The firſt effect of this error is uſually, that ſuch 
deſpiſe their Parents; and when they have loſt a 
proper reſpect for them, it is not likely they will 


long regard any body elſe, who would direct 
them for their good, And can this be thought 


a proper foundation, for that ſubmiſſion of the 


will to reaſon, that profound obedience of heart 
to the laws of God, which is the ground and 


eſſence of virtue and Religion? And what ap- 


pearance are they, who come out into the 
world from under ſuch tuition, likely to make, 


either as encouragers of piety and good morals, 


or as friends to their Country? Through high- 
ſcvelling words of vanity they may indeed for a 
while deceive others, but where there is nothing 


ſolidly good in a man's own mind, generally 


ſpeaking, ſociety has but little good to expect 
from him. He may affect to appear a patron of 
Een. and ami it to others, but nothing 

uniformly 
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24 The importance of 
uniformly valuable can reſult from thence, ſeeing 
be himſelf is the ſervant of corruption. 

The effects of this culpable neglect are never 
ſeen in fo full and juſt a light, as when compared 
with the happy fruits of a wiſer and more atten- 
tive conduct amongſt Chriſtians of greater pru- 
dence and piety, We behold zheir families with 
delight, as no other than ſeminaries of good ſenſe 
and of wiſdom, and where thoſe ſeeds of piety 
and goodneſs are ſown, which the world after- | 
wards largely reaps the advantageous fruits off | 
where tender minds are in every engaging me- 
thod formed to truth, ſelf-government and 
Religion; and from whence thoſe are ſent out 

Into ſociety, who prove the beſt ornaments and 
bleſſings of it. The world is not a little in- 
debted to the diſcretion, and timely prudence of | 
ſuch Chriſtians. They are juſtly eſteemed the 
moſt valuable friends of Religion and of their 

Country, and worthy of diſtinguiſhed honour. E 
I myſt mention one thing more, which, in ſome 
perſons of character, has conſiderably tended to j 
weaken the reſtraints upon National Irreligion, 
and that is, _ 
7. A falſe Modeſly. By this I mean a want of | 
courage to appear upon proper occaſions in the 
cauſe of virtue and piety; and a ſeeming com- 
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pliance with the vain and corrupt taſte of others. 1 2 
his error has not always been the prevailing 1 
fault of good men. There was a time when pli 
Religion was made to appear almoſt in every -an 
thing. To avoid this extreme, which brought CE 
on, in ſome cafes, but too juſtly the i imputation 
of hypocriſy, many have been carried into an- = 
other, of affecting a ſecret ſlight of it, and of cre, 
carefully avoiding the leaſt appearance of regard ſo 
to . even where the occaſion naturally calls upon co 
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religious Caution. 25 
them to appear in it's defence. So that they 
have fallen into a different ſpecies of hypocriſy, 
not of ſeeming more pious, but far leſs ſo than 


they really are. By this means the reputation 


and eſteem of Religion is, at times, greatly in- 
jured. For from hence the cauſe of vice and 
profane folly has often triumphed, where it 
might have received a juſt rebuke; Religion has 


been regarded as a matter, which had no ſolid 


ground for it's ſupport; and many have been 


tempted to look upon it as a mean unmanly 


thing which perſons of ſenſe and taſte were really 
aſhamed: of. Though an indiſcreet and untimely 
ſhew of piety be indeed no way commendable, 


but is rather an argument of weakneſs, or of- 
tentation, or deſign, yet certainly there are ſea- 
ſons and occaſions, when it is ſo far from being 


imprudent or unbecoming, that it is the duty of 
a Chriſtian to appear-in honour of it ; and when 


his reſolution ſhould diſcover itſelf, either in 
giving a proper check to profane folly, or in vin- 
_ dicating the cauſe of injured Religion.—A cauſe 


which will bear the beſt vindication, and which 


no man has any reaſon to be aſhamed of, but he 


who is conſcious of being a ſhame 10 it. Others 
may have been inflexible in trifles; but the fear 


of this will never juſtify us in an error more dan- 
gerous, namely, being indifferent and yielding 


in matters of ſolid importance. By ſuch mean com- 
pliances Religion itſelf muſt ſuffer, and the eſteem 


and power of it be proportionably endangered in 
the ond. 


The things I have now laid before you con- 
tain ſome of the chief inſtances of blameable indi/- 
cretion, miſtake, or neglet?, whereby we have rea- 
ſon to fear many good men amongſt us have be- 


come partakers of other mens ſins ; whereby they 


have 
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have either unhappily contributed to the Natio- 
nal Irreligion, or leflened their influence towards 
the reformation of it, Whoever attends to them 
with ſeriouſneſs, or purſues them into their na- 
tura] conſequences, muſt diſcern their evil effects 
in both theſe particulars; and, of courſe, how 
much the amendment of them muſt help to- 
wards our recovery. Every good man muſt be 
grieved to ſee that the Corruption and Irreligion 
of the Nation, ſhould have acquired ſo great an ac- 
ceſſion out of that quarter, from whence ſhould 


have come it's greateſt reſtraint and diſcourage- 


ment. But if it be ſo, it was high time we 
Arrows it, and lamented it, and betook our- 
ſelves to a more rehgious caution and wifdom. 
The wickedneſs of the world is not to be re- 
moved by meer deelamation, nor by lively de- 
ſcriptions of it's enormity and danger, nor by 
applying only to it's more flagrant diſcoveries 


and ſymptoms. If we would root out or ſup- 


preſs "the diſeaſe, we muſt trace it up to it's ori- 
ginal, and ſtrike at it's firſt ſeeds and principles; 
and if they can be deſtroyed, the other, though 

painful and threatening for a while, will in time 
abate and. die away of themſelves. Till this be 
done, tt is not to be expected, that the conſtitu- 
tion Hould acquire any laſting ſtrength and 
firmneſs. 

In enquiring into, and laying open the mala- 
dy, we are now conſidering, it is a great advan- 
tage, that we are ſpeaking to thoſe, who have it 
both in their power and inclination to remedy it. 


The groſly depraved are uſually too much har. 


dened to be impreſſed; and the obſtinate and 
prejudiced often will cheriſb their diſeaſe, when 
we would uſe our beſt pains to aſſiſt them in the 
cure of it. It is our 88 to apply to ſuch, if 
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religious Caution. 27 
peradventure God will give them repentance unto ſal. 
vation, though ſucceſs is all the while but unpro- 
miſing. But when we apply to perſons of thought 

; and underſtanding, of ingenuity and worth, . the 
4 i proſpect becomes far more encouraging: they 
; will need no apology for the honeſt treedom 
which thoſe, who are friends to Religion toge- 
_ ther with themſelves, uſe upon fo important a 
ro ſubject. And though it ſhould give ſome un- 
eäeaſie reflections for the preſent, yet even thoſe. 
reflections themſelves will operate kindly with 
other conſiderations, to quicken their zeal and 
care in curing the evil complained of. If any 
perſons engage with a due concern and ſeriouſ- 
_ neſs in ſuch Solemnities as this, it may be pre- 
ſumed good men do; and certainly we cannot an- 


Fr ſwer the ends of them in a manner more accep- 
4 table to God, or more beneficial to our Country, 
3 than by entering faithfully on the moſt effectual 
p means of ſuppreſſing the power of Vice and Irre- 
5 ligion amongſt us. 1 will exerciſe your patience 
l no longer, than while I briefly remind you, 

L III. Of the many and weighty Conſiderations, 
* which ſhould engage us to the more faithful obſer- 
p vance of this important rule of conduf?, As 

1. The glory of God, A motive and principle 
A of action the moſt noble and excellent that can 
1 awaken the human ſoul, and which every gene- 
i 


rous and well formed mind muſt readily feel the 
. impreſſions of. The glory of God is the advance- 


. ment of his kingdom of righteouſneſs, virtue and 
d Pray, in the world; the ſuitable acknow- 
N edgement of his perfections and government, of 


his authority and grace amongſt mankind. And 
Wo ho truly great and worthy a part do they bear 
- „ 3 
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1n the creation, who exert themſelves in promo- 


ting ſuch a deſign; who have a zeal that the 
great Father and Lord of the Univerſe, who 
continually ſhowers down good amongſt his 


creatures, may be ſuitably honoured by them; 
and who improve their reſpective influence in 
encouraging obedience to thoſe laws, which he 


has given for the improvement and perfection of 
rational creatures, and to eſtabliſh order and 
happinen through his works? 


advance this glorious deſign he ſent his 
own Son into this world. And from whom may 


a proper concern to promote and carry it on, be 


expected, if not from the ſervants of God, and 
the profeſſed diſciples of his Son ? If his Glory be 
Ea in the ſocieties of men, it muſt be by 


their means. Theſe were the inſtruments which 


in every age God made uſe of, to ſuſtain his 


cauſe, and to prevent the world from runing 


into a total corruption of manners. And ſurely 
one would think that a /ow degree of zeal for 


God, was ſufficient to guard ſuch perſons againſt 


thoſe inſtances of conduct which tend to diſho- 
nour him. It might be preſumed indeed, that 
hardly any good man would be content to ex- 
_ preſs meerly this negative kind of piety towards 


him. The more eminent degrees of this ſacred 
aſſion, it is our duty as Chriſtians to cultivate; 


and theſe doubtleſs will put us upon active en- 


deavours that all around us, may glorify our Father 
who 15 in beaven. 
2. Thepreſent welfare and future happineſs of man- 
kind. This lies in cloſe connection with the glory 
of God; but may be conſidered as a diſtinct and 
moſt engaging argument with every good man 
to ſtudy the advancement of Religion. He can 
be no friend to human kind who wiſhes * 
ee 
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religious Caution. 29 
ſee them wiſe and virtuous; for by no other 


means can they be truly happy. And how can 
we be ſaid to wiſh that, which we are careleſs 


whether we obſtruct or no; which we will not 
exerciſe a little attention, or ſelf-denial, or reſo- 
lution to promote? It was to redeem men from 
their ſins, that Chriſt died. So great was his 
Charity to them! So wiſely was it pointed! And 
ſhall they who profeſs to be his members, be fo 
wholly void of the like generous affection, as to 


deſtroy, by their neglect, any for whom Chriſt 
died? To do this by deſign would be the higheſt 


impiety and cruelty; ſo to do it through the 
omiſſion of an eaſy, natural, proper care, is at leaſt 
an argument of great defect in goodneſs and 


charity. 


And methinks I might recommend this mat- 


ter to you with peculiar advantage from this topick 


of Charity, in an age ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed by 
the exerciſe of that generous virtue, Never did a 
noble tenderneſs to the diſtreſſes of others appear 


more viſible, or abound more in it's proper 


fruits, perhaps in amy nation or time, than our 
own. So that one would hope we might be the 


more eaſily prevailed upon to follow it in it's fur 
ther and ſtil] more valuable diſcoveries. For 


can we pretend to have compaſſion for the bo- 
dies of men, and none for their fouls? Shall we 
beſtir ourſelves to reheve their preſent diſtreſſes, 
and do nothing to deliver them from their vices, 
or to prevent their falling under the dreadful con- 
ſequences of them? Are we ready to contribute 
to their temporal good, and ſhall we have no re- 
gard to their happineſs for ever? Nor concern 
ourſelves whether we advance or hinder it, by 
the neceſſary influence which our conduct, one wa 
or other, my} bave upon it? Surely conſiſtent 
Charity 3 
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Charity ; Charity founded in nature indeed, but 
conducted by reaſon, principle, and conſcience, 


ſhould not fail to diſcover itſelf in theſe more im- 


portant purpoſes of good to our fellow-creatures. 


Then are we their true patrons and friends, when 
our Charity to them takes in the whole compaſs of 
their happineſs within it's reach. 387555 


3. The welfare of poſterity and of our Country. 
Beſides thoſe around us, whom we cannot look 


upon and conſider without the tendereſt emotions of 
nature, and whoſe well doing muſt therefore lie 


near our hearts, we are led, by a natural af⸗ 


fection to our kind, to wiſh the whole riſing gene- 
ration the enjoyments of future peace and ſafety in 

ſociety; that they all may poſſeſs the bleſſings of 
free Britons, and be a ſupport to Religion, after 
our own intercourſe with the world ſhall be bro- 
ken off for ever. And can we poſſibly contri- 


bute better to this deſireable purpoſe, than by 


our faithful endeavours to leave them under the 
impreſſions of rational piety, and formed to the 
love and habits of virtue? Certainly we cannot 
leave a better Legacy to the community, we once 
| belonged to, than ſuch perſons who, by diffuſing 
a ſenſe of Religion amongſt others, in their day, 
ſhall lay and perpetuate the moſt ſolid ground- 


work of it's happineſs. 


And in every time of publick difficulty and 


danger (ſuch as zþis is) what method can we take 


ſo effectually to ſecure the favourable aſpects of 


Providence, as reſolving each of us in our ſeve- 


ral ſtations, to enter without delay upon this pi- 


ous work ? Our Country now calls for every thing 


we can do for it. And if we can obtain an in- 


tereſt in God, we lay the beſt foundation of it's ſe- 


curity; for happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord, For this purpoſe we now humble our 


ſelves 
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ſelves in his preſence, acknowledge our former 
ſins and omiſſions, and implore, with united ſu 


plications, his forgiveneſs and bleſſing. But bath 
the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and ſacri- 


fices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Bebold, to 
obey is better than ſacrifice, and to bearken than the 


fat of rams. The moſt ſolemn and pompous ſer- 
vices, without obedience or reformation, are no 
better than profane mockery in his ſight. It is 
true, paſt omiſſions cannot be recalled ; but per- 
haps their effects may yet in ſome meaſure be re- 


medied. We may be more zealous, more faith- 


ful, more watchful to improve occaſions, and to 


_ employ our influence in advancing the honour of 


God, and the power of Religion. And if we 
have any meaning in this Solemnity, it is, that we 


engage ourſelves ſo to be and to do. And how 
can we enter into ſuch an engagement, without 


reſolving to purſue it in thoſe ways, which Provi- 
dence and our reſpective circumſtances in life 


point out to us? By a ſincere active diligence 
herein we ſhall diſcover a true love to our Coun- 


try, and fhall moſt fuccesfully baffle the power 


and artifice of our enemies. For that God, 
whom wethus honour, will not fail to diſtinguiſh 


us by the tokens of his preſence, and with the 
favourable diſplays of his power. He will ever 
befriend our intereſts, and enable us t tread down. 
under our feet, thoſe that rife up againſt us. 
The effects of ſuch a worthy, religious in- 
duſtry amongſt good men in their ſeveral ſta- 
tions, ſhall open to our proſpect a ſcene moſt. 


deſirable and joyous. A ſcene, wherein peace 


and liberty, virtue and good order ſhall 
reign with uncontrolled ſway, and ſhed abroad 
their gracious light and influences through this 
happy Iſle. A ſcene, unclouded by threatenings 


from 


32 The importance of 
from abroad, and undiſturbed by inteſtine com- 
motions z and from whence, deſiruftive war, with 


all it's hideous train of miſchiefs, ſhall be ba- 


niſhed for ever; or, in the beautiful expreſſion 
of the Plalmiſt, wherein mercy and truth ſhall meet 


together, righteouſneſs and peace ſhall kiſs each other ; 
truth ſhall ſpring out of | the earth, and righteouſneſs 
call look down from heaven. Na, the ye 

give that which is good. 


To conclude— Let all of us bring ax matter 


home ſeriouſly to our own, hearts, by attending 
to the future conſequences of obſerving or neg-. 
lecting this important admonition in regard to 
ourſeFves. There is a ſeaſon coming on, when each 
of us ſhall more narrowly ſurvey the minuter parts 
of our conduct than we do now, and when our 
reflections thereupon will be more ſerious —And 
amongſt others, no doubt, thoſe which related 
to our influence in the world, whereby we have 
either promoted the virtue and happineſs of it, 
or increaſed it's corruption and miſery, will be 


reviewed. In that hour it muſt be a great ad- 
dition to our comfort, to think we had any 


ways advanced the honour of God and the in- 


tereſt of mankind, or had endeayoured to do it. 


But if we have the bearts of Chriſtians then left 
us, it muſt give us unſpeakable trouble to re- 


flect, that Religion and the ſouls of others had 
ſuffered by our means, though it were through 


neglect or indiſcretion only. Nay, though we 

ſhould then have good hope, through grace, of the 
| pardon of our own ins, the remembrance of 
their fins, of which we had been partakers, muſt 
conſiderably lefſen the comfort of that pardon, 


and wound us with diſtreſs and ſhame, We 
muſt then conſider the evil we have done in this 
reſpe@, as a miſchicf we can never remedy, 

| which 
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which we can never atione for, and which others 
may probably ſuffer eternally the ſad effects of. A 
thought moſt affecting and grievous to any ſeri- 
ous ſpirit! And at ſuch a ſeaſon every one will be 
ſerious. And as in this world ſuch guilty ne- 


gligence ſhall be a great diminution of our com- 


fort, ſo in the other of our reward. For if 
the recompence of thoſe, who turn many to righ- 


 teouſneſs, ſhall be more illuſtrious than that of 
other good men, theirs, without queſtion, muſt 
be proportionably leſſened, who, on the contra- 
ry, (though through meer imprudence) were ac- 
ceſſary to the fins of many. To attend duly to 
| theſe conſequences, (which perhaps may not be 
very diſtant from ſome of us) ſhould methinks 
awaken us to that active care and fidelity in this 
matter, which will bear a calm and peaceful re- 


view at laſt. May we and all the ſervants of 


God acquit ourſelves herein, as becomes thoſe 
who have a true zeal for HIs Honour, and a 


conſiſtent love to MAN KIND and THEIR Coy x- 


THE END. 
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